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Our Mission
Ocean State Jeepsters 

i s a non -prof i t 
o rgan izat ion whose 
mission is to advance the 
sport of four-wheeling as a 
s a fe , en joyab le , and 
e n v i r o n m e n t a l l y 
re spons ib le form of 
outdoor recreation.

We regularly host trail 
rides and other social 
events for our members 
and seek to expand land 
access through education, 
private partnerships, land 
acquisition, and the public 
process.

The Official Newsletter of 
Ocean State Jeepsters

Message from the Board

Hello everyone in Jeepland! 
As the 2013 season rapidly 
approaches, I would like to 
extend my gratitude to all those 
who helped make Ocean State 
Jeepsters what it is today.

Although hosting trail rides 
for our members is a big part of 
what we do it’s not all that we 
do. As stated in our Mission we 
also host social events which 
include giving back to the 
community. In this issue not 
only can you read about our 
most recent trail ride but you 
can also learn about our annual 

Toy Run, our first Holiday 
Party, and our continuing effort 
to clean up one of the largest 
open spaces in our state.

Without access to land 
there would be no trail rides so 
a big part of our Mission is to 
expand legal access to land. In 
this issue you can read about 
our land acquisition goal and 
related fundraising events 
including Go Topless Day, the 
Clam Boil, and the Pig Roast.

I envision great things for 
Ocean State Jeepsters in 2013. 
Spring is right around the 
corner. Soon enough it will be 
t ime to 
knock the 
salt off our 
rigs, get out 
there , and 
Jeep it up!

 - Matt
   Events
            Director
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HOLIDAY PARTY
Tis the Sunday 3 weeks before Christmas and 

while many people were out shopping the 
membership of Ocean State Jeepsters was 
converging at the Oxford Tavern for their Holiday 
Party. Starting immediately after our Toy Run the 
night began just hanging out, sipping drinks, and 
enjoying the great company. The menu consisted of 
roasted chicken or roasted pork; either was a tasty 
choice. Dessert, also very tasty, was rice pudding or 
chocolate cake. The night ended with a Yankee gift 
swap. Everyone who brought a gift drew a number. 
Bill (WillyB) drew # 1. The gifts ranged from Mike’s 
famous beef jerky, to a bag full of chick flicks, to 
bacon flavored candy, to the gift that was swapped 

the most: a tow strap. This was our last official event 
of 2012 and truly a fitting conclusion to a successful 
year!

---Matt

Giv ing back to the 
community is very important to 
the membership of Ocean State 
Jeepsters and one of our most 
anticipated events of the year is 
the annual holiday Toy Run. 
These Toy Runs typically start 
with a morning trail ride and 
end with a caravan of toy-filled 
Jeeps which are distributed to 
local families in need. We 
strived to make the 2012 Toy 
Run the best yet and indeed it 
was!

Historically, our Toy 
Run has benefited the 
Arctic Mission which is 
a f a i t h - b a s e d 
organization located in 
West Warwick, RI. The 
Arctic Mission offers a 
unique program where 
clients earn “points” in 
exchange for 
participation in various 
activities such as life 
skills training and recovery 
groups. These points may then 

be use to 
p u r c h a s e 
c l o t h i n g , 
p e r s o n a l 
care items, 
toys , and 
other goods 
at a “mall” 
operated by 
the Mission.

Due to our g rowing 
membership we were able to 
expand the Toy Run in 2012 to 
a lso benef it the East Bay 
Community Action Program 
(EBCAP. ) Thanks to the 
patrons of the Oxford Tavern, a 
restaurant in East Providence, 
RI operated by the family of 
one of our members, we were 
able to donate a combined total 
of over 300 toys to EBCAP!
---Melissa

HOLIDAY TOY RUN

Events



  VOLUME 1 ISSUE 2! WINTER 2012-2013

OCEANSTATEJEEPSTERS.ORG! PAGE 3

UPCOMING EVENT: BIG RIVER EARTH DAY CLEANUP
The Big River mana gement area covers 

approximately 8,600 acres in the towns of West 
Greenwich, Exeter, and Coventry and is one of the 
largest public open spaces in the state of Rhode 
Island. Much of the land was acquired by the state in 

the 1960 ’s and 
placed under the 
authority of the 
Rhode Is l and 
Water Resources 
Board with the 
goal of creating a 
reservoir to help 
serve the state’s 
future drinking 
water needs. The 

reservoir never came to fruition and 
in 1993 the General Assembly declared Big River as 
“open space” until needed for drinking water supply. 
Today, Big River provides ample opportunities for 
recreation including hiking, mountain biking, fishing, 
and hunting.

Unfortunately, during the decades preceding 
acquisition by the state much of Big River served as a 
major dumping ground and the landscape became 
littered with trash piles, tires, abandoned cars, and 
assorted other junk. Even now, illegal dumping 
remains a problem along the property boundaries. In 
an effort to restore Big River a number of 
organizations including the RI Water Resources 

Board, West Greenwich Conservation Commission, 
RI chapter of the New England Mountain Bike 
Association, and Ocean State Jeepsters have joined 
forces to conduct a clean-up every spring as part of 
the annual Earth Day celebration. Using our Jeeps, 
we have been able to access dump sites that can only 
be reached via the many unmaintained roads and 
trails within the management area. The membership 
of Ocean State Jeepsters have been participating in 
the Big River clean-up since the club’s inception and 
in that time we have removed thousands of old tires, 
numerous abandoned cars, and even an old boat hull 
that otherwise would have been difficult, if not 
impossible, to remove. 

With spring just around the corner the 
membership of Ocean State Jeepsters is eagerly 
looking forward to the 2013 Big River clean-up. 
Please check our Facebook page or 
w e b s i t e 
o f ten i f 
you would 
like to join 
us for this 
important 
service to 
the
community.

---Eric

Events
One week off the heels of Blizzard Nemo and the morning after a light 

dusting of snow, Ocean State Jeepsters scheduled February trail ride at Gremlin 
Graveyard turned into a Snow Run! Although many members who were 
originally planning to attend could not make the trip (probably fearing crazy 
snow depths), the small group of Jeepers who were there enjoyed a beautiful 
day playing in the snow.

The weather was perfect - the wind died down and there was barely a foot 
of snow on the trails. Pierre’s dogs had a field day chasing balls at each stop and 
CJ enjoyed the fact that he got to pull me out of my first stuck which was the 
result of sliding sideways when attempting to climb a slippery hill. The recovery 
effort required two winches and also gave us a great GoPro video of Gene using 
his brute strength to pull the Jeep up the hill. All in all, a great day of snow fun!

      ---Roxie

SNOW RUN - G2
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In the previous Ocean State Jeepsters 
newsletter we introduced our 3-pronged land use 
strategy which consists of acquiring our own load, 
seeking access to public land, and partnering with 
private land owners. In this issue of the newsletter 
we will begin a 3-part series where each of these 
topics will be explored in more detail.

A question that is often asked of us is why are 
you seeking to acquire land? The answer is simple. 
Land is a finite resource and slowly but surely 
undeveloped land is being turned into subdivisions, 
or strip malls, or purchased by conservation groups 
then closed to four-wheel drive vehicles. Although 
we strongly believe that four-wheel drive vehicles 
deserve access to a fair share of public land, gaining 
access carries some unique challenges which will be 
discussed in a future newsletter. We therefore turn 
to land acquisition as a means to take control of 

our own destiny and 
ensure that land remains 
a va i l ab le for fu ture 
generat ions o f Jeep 
enthusiasts.
! Our initial goal is 
fairly modest:  Acquire a 
parcel of land within the 
state of Rhode Island 
that is 20-100+ acres in 
size upon which we can 
construct a club facility 
and host e vents 
including trail rides. In 

keeping with our environmentally responsible 
values this land will be carefully managed to 
min imize impact . We wi l l a l so pro v ide 
opportunities for the public to recreate at our 
facility.

Acqu i r ing l and 
requires resources so 
starting in January of 
2012 we initiated a 
fundrais ing ef for t . 
During the year we 
hosted 3 successful 
fundra i s ing events 
including Go Topless 
Day in May, a 
t rad i t iona l Ne w 
England Clam Boil in 
June, and a Pig Roast 
in September. In addition to these events many of 
our members dipped into their own pockets and 
made significant personal donations.

Looking to capitalize on the foundation that 
was started last year, Go Topless Day, the Clam 
Boil, and the Pig Roast will return in 2013. A fourth 
fundraising event slated for August is also in the 
planning stages. In addition, we plan to initiate a 
sponsorship program with the hope of securing 
both private and corporate donations. If you are 
reading this and would like to contribute then 
please contact us at the e-mail address listed below.

Momentum is building and our membership is 
energized. As Land Use Director I am confident 
that in just a few short years our dream of acquiring 
land will become a reality.

--Eric   
         Land Use Director

For more information on off-road land use, please 
contact the Land Use Director at 
land@oceanstatejeepsters.org

Ocean	  State	  Jeepsters	  is	  a	  member	  of	  the	  Northeast	  Associa5on	  of	  4WD	  Clubs	  and	  proudly	  supports	  the	  Tread	  Lightly	  principles.

Land Use

mailto:land@oceanstatejeepsters.org
mailto:land@oceanstatejeepsters.org
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Board of Directors
DERICK - PRESIDENT

RICKY - VICE PRESIDENT

CHRIS - TREASURER

STACEY - SECRETARY

MATT - EVENTS DIRECTOR

ERIC - LAND USE DIRECTOR

JAY - PUBLIC RELATIONS

In this first edition of the 
Member Spotlight our featured 
member is Matt Medeiros.

Matt has been a member of 
Ocean State Jeepsters since the 
very early days of the club and was 
elected Events Director for 2013 at 
our annual meeting last November. 
In this position Matt will lead our 
event planning function and 
already he has made a positive 
impact.

Matt g re w up in West 
Warwick, RI where he graduated 
from West Warwick High in 1997. 
After graduation, Matt 
enlisted in the Navy where 
he spent 4 years on active 
duty followed by 2 years in 
the Naval Reserves. In 2002 
Matt jo ined the Army 
National Guard and was 
dep loyed to Iraq f rom 
2006-2007 and Afghanistan 
from 2011-2012. Today, Matt 
remains a member of the 
Army National Guard where 

he is employed as a Sustainment 
Automation Support Technician.

In 2006, Matt met his future 
wife Aimee who at the time was 
a l so a member of the Army 
National Guard. While both were 
deployed in Iraq they planned 
their wedding via the Internet 
including the risky online purchase 
of a wedding dress which ended up 
fitting perfectly when it was 
received. Matt and Aimee have 
now been happily married for 6 
years and live in Warwick, RI with 
their children Madison, 4, and 
Matt Jr., 2.

Matt became interested in 
Jeeps when he purcha sed a 
Wrangler in 2005. That Jeep was 
eventually sold to another club 
member and Matt’s current rig is a 
2007 Jeep Wrangler X which was 
purchased as a gift to himself upon 
returning home from deployment 
to Afghanistan.

The membership of Ocean 
State Jeepsters would like to 
express a huge thank you to Matt 
and his family for the sacrifices 
they have made in service to our 
country. We are proud to have you 
as a member.

Member Spotlight
The membership of Ocean 

State Jeepsters is diverse and 
ranges from single adults, to 
famil ies with chi ldren, to 
retirees. Among our members 
we count doctors, teachers, 
engineers, citizen soldiers, 
hea lth care profess ionals , 
electricians, contractors, small 
bus iness owners , se r v ice 
workers, and more. In order to 
celebrate the diversity of our 
club we will occasionally run 
this article called the Member 
Spotlight to feature one of our 
members.
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Upcoming 
Events

February 24, 2013

Quarterly Meeting

March 10, 2013

Trail Ride

April 20, 2013

Big River Cleanup (Tent.)

April 27, 2013

Trail Ride

April 28, 2013

Quarterly Meeting

May 18, 2013

Go Topless Day

May 26, 2013

Trail Ride

June 8, 2013

Clam Boil Fundraiser

June 28-30, 2013

Camp & Wheel
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